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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention provides a wind turbine comprising a rotat-
able drive train including at least one bearing (3) and a pump
(4) for supply of a lubricant to the bearing (3). The wind
turbine further comprises a controller for performing closed
loop control of the pump (4) to provide an amount of
lubricant which varies depending on an actual state of
operation.
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1
WIND TURBINE AND A METHOD OF
OPERATING A WIND TURBINE

FIELD OF INVENTION

The present invention relates to a wind turbine and a
method of operating a wind turbine.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Rotating systems, including gearboxes and bearings, of
wind turbines require lubrication by special lubricants.

Traditionally, an oil pump driven by constant speed
supplies an amount of oil to the rotating system to ensure
Iubrication and cooling of different elements of the rotating
system. However, due to the increasing size of modern wind
turbines, e.g. having blades of up to 15 tons with a length of
up to 60 meters or even larger, a constant supply of oil may
result in heavy over-consumption of oil and of energy for
driving the pump.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of preferred embodiments of the present
invention to provide an improved wind turbine and an
improved method of operating a wind turbine.

Thus, in a first aspect, the invention provides a wind
turbine comprising a rotatable drive train including at least
one bearing, and a pump for supply of a lubricant to the
bearing, the wind turbine further comprising a controller for
performing control of the pump to provide an amount of
lubricant which varies depending on an actual state of
operation, wherein the controller performs closed loop con-
trol.

The rotatable drive train includes at least one bearing. The
at least one bearing may be e.g. a main shaft bearing, a
generator bearing, or a gear bearing. In the rotatable drive
train, at least one part rotates relative to another part during
normal operation of the wind turbine.

The lubricant is a substance which is suitable for lubri-
cating the moving parts of the drive train. The lubricant is
preferably a liquid, such as oil. The lubricant may be applied
to the main shaft, to at least one bearing, or to gear mesh
pinions, etc.

The pump may be a mechanically or electrically driven
pump. It may advantageously have a variable speed, thereby
facilitating adjustment of the amount of lubricant supplied
by the pump.

The wind turbine further comprises a controller for con-
trolling the pump so that a variable amount of lubricant can
be provided. As an example, the controller may be respon-
sible for sending a signal which varies the pump speed and
thereby the amount of lubricant provided.

The controller controls the pump so that the amount of
lubricant provided varies dependent on an actual state of
operation, which state of operation may e.g. be upstart of the
turbine, full load operation, etc. By varying the amount of
lubricant supplied, the lifetime of the pump may be
extended. Furthermore, the amount of electricity used for
running the pump may be decreased. It should be under-
stood, that by pump is meant the entire pump unit including
power supply, power control means, fittings, and similar
features of a pump unit.

The overall efficiency of the wind turbine may also be
increased, when not using unnecessary power. Another
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2

advantage is, that excessive circulation of lubricant may be
avoided, thereby also avoiding foam creation in the lubri-
cant.

In wind turbine operation several operational parameters
depend on weather conditions which are of course difficult
to predict and sometimes even difficult to determine.
Accordingly, the controller offers the opportunity in a wind
turbine to counteract loads which occurs as a result of
changing weather condition.

The controller performs closed loop control. L.e. a chosen
controlling parameter may be measured and/or sensed and
subsequently fed back to the controller so that the amount of
lubricant supplied may be decreased or increased based on
the difference between the measured/sensed feedback value
and the input value of the controlling parameter. It should be
understood, that the chosen parameter used as feedback
value need not be a single parameter, but may be a set of
parameters used together.

Accordingly, the parameter which is fed back to the
controller could be one or more of the parameters referred to
later when the describing a transfer function for the closed
loop. 1.e. the parameters could be one of or a combination of
two or more of: a rotational speed of an element of the drive
train, a lubricant level in a sump, a differential pressure over
a filter, power production, one or more pressure values, one
or more temperatures, humidity, wind speed, and loading of
the drive train.

As the wind turbine may further comprise a gearbox, the
pump may further be adapted to supply lubricant to the
gearbox. The amount of lubricant supplied may depend on
the actual state of operation as described above.

The controller may be a proportional (P), a proportional
integral (PI), a proportional differential (PD), or proportional
integral differential (PID) controller. The controller may be
chosen based on e.g. the size of the wind turbine, and/or the
site at which the turbine is positioned, as the expected load
for the wind turbine may depend on the selected site. The
controller may as an example use a mathematical transfer
function or a look-up table.

The drive train may comprise at least one sensor for
sensing operational conditions. The sensor(s) may commu-
nicate with the controller to facilitate control of the pump.
As an example, the communication may be wireless.

In order to assure a sufficient amount of lubricant to the
bearing(s) and/or gearbox, the actual state of operation may
comprise at least one of lubrication need and cooling need.

The lubrication need may e.g. be dependent on the
rotational speed of the drive train, the load of the wind
turbine, the number and size of bearings, the size of the
gearbox, etc.

During lubrication of the rotatable drive train, the tem-
perature of the lubricant is normally increased because
rotating parts produce heat. The lubricant may therefore also
to some extent be used for cooling the rotating parts. Thus,
the actual state of operation may comprise the cooling need.

The wind turbine may further comprise at least a second
pump being adapted to provide a constant amount of lubri-
cant. Thus, the second pump may e.g. be used to provide a
primary amount of lubrication, whereas the pump previously
described may be used to provide an additional amount so
that the total amount of lubricant provided varies dependent
on the actual state of operation.

The gearbox may include a sump, and the amount of
lubricant may depend on a level in the sump. It should be
understood, that by sump is meant a reservoir of lubricant.
The sump may be integrated in the gearbox or may alter-
natively be an external reservoir.
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As an example, the drive train may be lubricated accord-
ing to a ‘dry sump method’, i.e. lubricant may be drawn out
of the gear system and stored in the reservoir. This has the
advantage that less friction occurs as a result of the lubri-
cation process, thereby reducing the losses introduced in the
gear system and improving the efficiency of the gear system.

Furthermore, the risk of fouling the interior parts of the
gear system is reduced due to the smaller amount of lubri-
cant being present in the gear system. Finally, the tempera-
ture of the moving parts of the gear system, notably the gear
teeth, is reduced, since the moving parts are not submerged
in relatively hot lubricant.

In another embodiment, the drive train may be lubricated
according to a ‘wet sump method’, i.e. a larger amount of
lubrication is present in the gear system.

In a further alternative embodiment, it may be thereby
possible to switch between a ‘dry sump mode’ and a ‘wet
sump mode’. Thus, the gearbox may be operated in at least
two modes, one with dry sump and one with wet sump. The
amount of lubricant provided may depend on the level in the
sump.

The wind turbine may further comprise a filter for filtering
the lubricant. The amount of lubricant provided may depend
on a differential pressure over the filter. As an example, it
may be an advantage if the pump during start up is running
slowly to avoid that the filter is blocked. Furthermore, a low
differential pressure may indicate that the filter is partly
blocked and it may thus be an advantage to let the pump run
slowly to avoid that particles are released from the filter.

A transfer function of the controller may be a function of
one or more controlling parameters selected from a group
consisting of: a rotational speed of an element of the drive
train, a lubricant level in a sump, a differential pressure over
a filter, power production, one or more pressure values, one
or more temperatures, humidity, wind speed, and loading of
the drive train. l.e. one or more controlling parameters may
be measured and/or sensed and subsequently fed back to the
controller so that the amount of lubricant supplied may be
decreased or increased based on the difference between the
measured/sensed feedback value of the controlling param-
eter(s) and the requested value of the controlling
parameter(s). The controlling parameter(s) may be selected
based on the actual state of operation, as it may be an
advantage to change between different controlling
parameter(s) during operation of the wind turbine.

The pressure values may e.g. be a pump pressure, a
lubrication pressure, or another pressure value in the lubri-
cation circuit.

In one embodiment, the controlling parameters are col-
lected in one single controller. As an example, his may be
done by weighing the controlling parameters by a set of
weight distribution factors. The weight distribution factors
may be dependent on the actual state of operation so that
they may change during operation of the wind turbine.

The at least one controlling parameter may be recorded in
a time-step. The controller may then perform control based
on more values of the controlling parameters obtained in the
time-step. In this way, the lubrication may be carried out
based on an average of the controlling parameter or based on
a maximum or minimum value of the controlling parameter
within the time-step.

Several different controlling parameters can be monitored
within a time-step, and the lubrication can be provided based
on a result of the monitoring. In this process, one of the
controlling parameters may influence the importance or
strength of the other controlling parameters. As an example,
wind conditions may be monitored simultaneously with
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temperature. If the temperature is high, the lubrication may
be changed more aggressively based on the wind speed, etc.

In another example, the lubrication is a function of wind
speed, and wind conditions are monitored in a time-step. If
the deviation between the average wind speed and the
maximum or minimum wind speed within the time-step is
large, then lubrication controlled more aggressively as a
function of the wind speed which leads to a larger change of
lubrication for a change in wind speed.

The controller may perform control according to a pre-
specified sequence, i.e. if the controlling parameter(s) is/are
within a pre-specified range, a pre-specified amount of
lubricant may be provided and subsequently in a following
sequence another pre-specified amount may be provided. In
one embodiment, the amount of lubricant provided in a first
sequence is less that the amount of lubricant provided in a
following sequence. As an example, this may be the case in
connection with upstart of the wind turbine after a stand still
period. When starting the wind turbine it may be an advan-
tage to provide a smaller amount of lubricant, e.g. to ensure
that one or more filters are not blocked. When the wind
turbine is running and the start up period has terminated, the
amount of lubricant provided may be increased.

In order to protect the drive train, the controller may
comprise a fail safe function which may interrupt rotation of
the drive train upon detection of insufficient lubricant.

In a second aspect, the invention provides a method of
operating a wind turbine comprising a rotatable drive train
including at least one bearing, and a pump for supply of a
lubricant to the bearing, the method comprising the follow-
ing steps:

providing a controller,

recording the supply of the lubricant, and

performing a control of the pump to provide an amount of

lubricant which varies depending on an actual state of
operation, the control being a closed loop control.

It should be understood, that the above-mentioned fea-
tures of the first aspect of the invention may also be
applicable in relation to the method of operating a wind
turbine according to the second aspect of the invention.
Thus, the second aspect may comprise any combination of
features and elements of the first aspect of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the invention will now be further
described with reference to the drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatically illustration of lubrication
system according to an embodiment of the invention, and

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of the
control system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

It should be understood that the detailed description and
specific examples, while indicating embodiments of the
invention, are given by way of illustration only, since
various changes and modifications within the spirit and
scope of the invention will become apparent to those skilled
in the art from this detailed description.

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic view of a lubrication system 1
according to an embodiment of the invention. The wind
turbine (not shown) comprises a rotatable drive train includ-
ing a gearbox and bearing arrangement 2. As illustrated, the
drive train comprises a bearing 3 and a pump 4 for supply
of a lubricant to the bearing 3.
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The wind turbine further comprises a controller (not
shown) for performing control of the pump 4 to provide an
amount of lubricant which varies depending on an actual
state of operation of the wind turbine.

The gearbox and bearing arrangement 2 comprises a
lubrication distribution arrangement 5 to ensure proper
distribution of the lubricant to the bearing(s), the gearbox,
and different consumers in the gearbox dependent on the
actual state of operation. As the amount of lubricant supplied
can be varied dependent on one or more temperatures, the
gearbox and bearing arrangement 2 further includes a lubri-
cant temperature sensor 6 and two bearing temperature
sensors 7.

The gearbox and bearing arrangement 2 further comprises
a sump 8, i.e. a reservoir of lubricant, and a level measuring
unit 9 for measuring the amount of lubricant in the sump 8,
thereby facilitating supply of lubricant dependent on the
level in the sump 8.

The wind turbine further comprises a filtration unit 10
with a filter for filtering the lubricant. In the illustrated
embodiment, the filtration unit 10 includes two pressure
sensors 11 which may be used to provide an amount of
lubricant which varies on an actual state of operation, as the
amount supplied may depend on a differential pressure over
the filter.

Furthermore, the wind turbine comprises a by-pass valve
12 which together with the pressure sensors 13 may be used
to by-pass an amount of lubricant in case of overpressure in
the system.

A heat exchanger 14 is provided to enable cooling of the
lubricant in case the temperature hereof is too high. Tem-
perature sensors 15 are provided on both sides of a thermo
valve 16.

The thermo valve 16 is used to allow fluid flow of a part
of the lubricant though the heat exchanger 14 whereas the
rest of the lubricant flows in parallel which the heat
exchanger 14. During some states of operation, the total
amount of lubricant will flow through the heat exchanger 14
to ensure sufficient cooling hereof.

The gearbox and bearing arrangement 2 comprises a
heating device 17 which can be used to heat the lubricant in
case of a too low temperature hereof, e.g. during upstart of
the wind turbine during wintertime.

A transfer function of the controller (not shown) is a
function of one or more controlling parameters, such as: a
rotational speed of an element of the drive train, a lubricant
level in a sump 8, a differential pressure over a filter in a
filter unit 10, power production, one or more pressure values
P, one or more temperatures T, humidity, wind speed, and
loading of the drive train. l.e. one or more controlling
parameters may be measured and/or sensed by different
sensors 6, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, and subsequently fed back to the
controller so that the amount of lubricant supplied may be
decreased or increased based on the difference between the
measured/sensed feedback value of the controlling param-
eter(s) and the requested value of the controlling
parameter(s).

The invention has been explained with reference to a wind
turbine comprising a rotatable drive train including a gear
system, as it is highly relevant for gearbox lubrication
purposes. It should however be understood, that the present
invention may also be used in connection with a lubrication
system for a gearless wind turbine, i.e. a lubrication system
for lubrication of at least one bearing of the rotatable drive
train.

FIG. 2 is a diagrammatically illustration of an embodi-
ment of the controller 18 for performing control of the pump
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6

(see FIG. 1) to provide an amount of lubricant which varies
depending on an actual state of operation.

The transfer function f of the controller 18 is a function of
different parameters X;, X,, . . . , X,. The controlling
parameters x may be one or more of the following: a
rotational speed of an element of the drive train, a lubricant
level in a sump, a differential pressure over a filter, power
production, one or more pressure values, one or more
temperatures, humidity, wind speed, and loading of the drive
train. The output X is a controlling parameter for the pump,
such a frequency or control voltage for controlling the pump
to provide an amount of lubricant which varies depending on
an actual state of operation.

One or more of the controlling parameters X, X,, . . . , X,,
are measured and/or sensed and the measured/sensed value
y is subsequently fed back to the controller so that the
amount of lubricant supplied can be decreased or increased
based on the difference between the measured/sensed feed-
back value y of the controlling parameter(s) and the input
value of the controlling parameter(s) X, X5, . . . 5 X,

In the present embodiment, the measured/sensed value y
is a common controlling parameter which is calculated by
weighing the controlling parameters x by a set of weight
distribution factors. The weight distribution factors are
dependent on the actual state of operation so that they may
change during operation of the wind turbine.

In an alternative embodiment, each of the controlling
parameters are measured/sensed and fed back to the con-
troller.

The controlling parameter(s) x;, X,, . . . , X, can be
selected based on the actual state of operation, as it is an
advantage to change between different controlling
parameter(s) during operation of the wind turbine.

The invention claimed is:

1. A wind turbine comprising:

a rotatable drive train including at least one bearing,

a gearbox, and

a pump for supply of a lubricant to the bearing and/or the

gearbox,

the wind turbine further comprising a controller for per-

forming control of the pump to provide an amount of
lubricant which varies depending on an actual state of
operation, wherein the controller performs closed loop
control, and

wherein the gearbox includes a sump, and the amount of

Iubricant depends on a level in the sump.

2. The wind turbine according to claim 1, wherein the
controller is a P, P1, PD, or PID controller.

3. The wind turbine according to claim 1, wherein the
actual state of operation comprises at least one of lubrication
need and cooling need.

4. The wind turbine according to claim 1, further com-
prising at least a second pump being adapted to provide a
constant amount of lubricant.

5. The wind turbine according claim 1, wherein the
gearbox can be operated in at least two modes, one with dry
sump and one with wet sump.

6. The wind turbine according to claim 1, further com-
prising a filter for filtering the lubricant, and wherein the
amount of lubricant depends on a differential pressure over
the filter.

7. The wind turbine according to claim 1, wherein a
transfer function of the controller is a function of one or
more controlling parameters selected from a group consist-
ing of: a rotational speed of an element of the drive train, a
lubricant level in a sump, a differential pressure over a filter,
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power production, one or more pressure values, one or more
temperatures, humidity, wind speed, and loading of the drive
train.

8. The wind turbine according to claim 7, wherein the
controlling parameters are collected in one single controller.

9. The wind turbine according to claim 7, wherein the at
least one controlling parameter is adapted to be recorded in
a time-step, and the controller performs control based on
more values of the controlling parameters obtained in the
time-step.

10. The wind turbine according to claim 1, wherein the
controller performs control according to a pre-specified
sequence, and wherein the amount of lubricant provided in
a first sequence is less that the amount of lubricant provided
in a following sequence.

11. The wind turbine according to claim 1, wherein the
lubricant is applied to a main shaft or to at least one bearing.

12. The wind turbine according to claim 1, wherein the
controller comprises a fail safe function interrupting rotation
of the drive train upon detection of insufficient lubricant.

13. A method of operating a wind turbine comprising:

a rotatable drive train including at least one bearing,

a gearbox including a sump, and

a pump for supplying a lubricant to the bearing and/or the

gearbox, the method comprising:

providing a controller,

recording the supply of the lubricant, and

performing a control of the pump to provide an amount
of lubricant which varies depending on an actual
state of operation, the control being a closed loop
control, wherein the amount of lubricant depends on
a level in the sump.
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14. A wind turbine comprising:
a rotatable drive train including at least one bearing,
a first pump for supplying a lubricant to the bearing,
a second pump for supplying a lubricant to the bearing
independent of the first pump, the first pump being
adapted to supply a variable amount of lubrication to
the bearing and the second pump being adapted to
supply a constant amount of lubrication to the bearing;
and
a controller for performing control of the first pump to
provide an amount of lubricant which varies depending
on an actual state of operation, wherein the controller
performs closed loop control.
15. A method of operating a wind turbine comprising:
a rotatable drive train including at least one bearing,
a first pump and a second pump independent of the first
pump, each pump for supplying a lubricant to the
bearing, the method comprising:
providing a controller operatively coupled to the first
and second pumps,

using the first pump to provide a variable amount of
lubricant to the bearing,

using the second pump to provide a constant amount of
lubricant to the bearing,

recording the supply of the lubricant, and

performing a control of the first pump to provide an
amount of lubricant which varies depending on an
actual state of operation, the control being a closed
loop control.



